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RS The Study of Language

4 They overgeneralize the references of signs, using one sign for many
different things, just as human children do in the early stages.

5 They don't use signs spontaneously and only produce them in response
to humans.

6 They have complex concepts such as time because they produce sign
combinations such as "time eat.”

7 They use signs to interact with each other, just as three-year-old children
do with speech.

8 They steadily increase the length of their utterances, so that their average
utterance length of 3.0 is equivalent to that of a three-and-a-half-year-old
child.

Discussion topics/projects

Listed below are six other properties {or "design features™) that are often discussed
when human language is compared to other communication systems.

vocal-auditory channel use (language signals are sent using the vocal organs
and received by the ears)

specialization (language signals do not serve any other type of purpose such
as breathing or feeding)

non-directionality (language signals have no inherent direction and can
be picked up by anyone within hearing, even unseen)

rapid fade (language signals are produced and disappear quickly)

reciprocity (any sender of a language signal can also be a receiver)

prevarication (language signals can be false or used to lie or deceive)

(i) Are these properties found in all forms of human communication via
language?

{ii] Are these special properties of human language or can they be found in
the communication systems of other creatures?

(For background reading, see chapter 17 of O'Grady et al., 2005 ]

The most persistent criticism of the chimpanzee language-learning projects is
that the chimpanzees are simply making responses like trained animals for
rewards and are conseguently not using language to express anything. Read
over the following reports and try to decide how the different behaviors of
these chimpanzees (Dar, Washoe and Moja) should be characterized. Signs
are represented by words in capital letters.
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4 They overgeneralize the references of signs, using one sign for many
different things, just as human children do in the early stages.

5 They don't use signs spontaneously and only produce them in response
to humans.

6 They have complex concepts such as time because they produce sign
combinations such as "time eat.”

7 They use signs to interact with each other, just as three-year-old children
do with speech.

8 They steadily increase the length of their utterances, so that their average
utterance length of 3.0 is equivalent to that of a three-and-a-half-year-old
child.

Discussion topics/projects

Listed below are six other properties {or "design features™) that are often discussed
when human language is compared to other communication systems.

vocal-auditory channel use (language signals are sent using the vocal organs
and received by the ears)

specialization (language signals do not serve any other type of purpose such
as breathing or feeding)

non-directionality (language signals have no inherent direction and can
be picked up by anyone within hearing, even unseen)

rapid fade (language signals are produced and disappear quickly)

reciprocity (any sender of a language signal can also be a receiver)

prevarication (language signals can be false or used to lie or deceive)

(i) Are these properties found in all forms of human communication via
language?

{ii] Are these special properties of human language or can they be found in
the communication systems of other creatures?

(For background reading, see chapter 17 of O'Grady et al., 2005 ]

The most persistent criticism of the chimpanzee language-learning projects is
that the chimpanzees are simply making responses like trained animals for
rewards and are conseguently not using language to express anything. Read
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